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MODERN TREATMENT YEARBOOK, 1959: A Yearbook of Diagnosis and Treatment
for the General Practitioner. Edited by Sir Cecil Wakeley, Bt., K.B.E., C.B. (Pp. viii+312.
30s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, for the Medical Press, 1959.
THIs year Modern Treatment Yearbook has attained its semi-jubilee and is an established
medical annual.
The past twenty-five years havc seen radical changes in the theory and practice of medicine
in all its branches. To acquire something of the new knowledge, to incorporate it with what
he already knows, and to apply it in his daily work is not an easy matter for the busy
practitioner.
The statistical surveys of multiple authorship which occupy so much of medical journals
today make uninspiring reading at the end of a day's work. So the Yearbook fills a very
definite need in presenting us with authoritative and readable articles on the many facets of
modern medicine.
As examples of most helpful articles one may cite those on arterial hypertension, on
carcinoma of the rectum and colon, on the management of cardiac infarction in the home and
on liver failure.
In all respects the present volume maintains its previous high standard and can be
recommended with confidence. W. G. F.
TREATMENT OF LUNG CAVITIES AND ENDOBRONCHIAL TUBERCULOSIS.
By Beryl E. Barsby, M.D., M.R.C.P. (Pp. 147; figs. 46. 20s.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1959.
THIS little book is an account of three years' study of the problems of the management of
pulmonary tuberculosis in the State of Johore. It is essentially a thesis upon the importance
of endobronchial tuberculosis, with special reference to the sociological and epidemiological
conditions obtaining in Malaya. The author has bronchoscoped a very large proportion of
early untreated cases and gives a full account of the bronchoscopic findings, and also the
histology of mucosal biopsies. The relevance of these findings to treatment is emphasised.
While many would disagree with some of the author's conclusions, especially as regard to
treatment, one cannot fail to be impressed by the thoroughness of this study, and it should
prove stimulating reading to those engaged in the field of tuberculosis. H. M. S.
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